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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Minard's graph.. 



Charles Minard's graph (created 1869) showing the strength of the Grande Army 
as it marched to Moscow and back, with temperatures plotted on the lower graph for the 
return journey. 




As per claim 33, Minard teaches the claimed "method of displaying graphics" 
comprising the steps of: 
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"displaying a plurality of symbols grouped into pair of symbols based on a 
predetermined relationship between the symbols forming a respective pair" (Minard, 
cities of Russia represented as nodes on the display); 

"displaying a line between the symbols forming each of said pairs of symbols to 
represent the predetermined relationship between the pair of symbols" (Minard, the 
lines between the cities representing the number of soldiers marched on); and 

"varying the thickness of said line as the predetermined relationship between a 
respective pair of symbols varies" (Minard, the thickness of the lines varies according to 
the number of soldiers marched on). 

It is noted that Minard's graph does not teach "the display on a computer 
system." However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art of 
computer graphics at the time the invention was made to provide an exact graph of 
Minard on a display of a computer because the computer is well known in use of display 
of images such as Minard's graph. 

Similarly, claim 34 is rejected under the same reason. 

Claim 35 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as anticipated by or, in tine 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as obvious over STUBBS (4.81 2,996). 

As per claim 38, Stubbs teaches the claimed "dynamic graphics arrangement for 
use in a computer having a display" comprising 

"means for displaying on said display a plurality of symbols representing respective data 
values" (Stubbs, the screen coordinate points are symbols representing waveform 
values; column 9, lines 29-39), 

"means for displaying on said display at least one tool operative by a user of said 
computer to restrict the display of said symbols to only the symbols which meet a data 
criteria established by said user interacting with said displayed tool" (Stubbs, the vertical 
and horizontal component settings; column 1 0, line 57 to column 1 1 , line 20), and 
"means, responsive to said user interacting with said displayed tool, for dynamically 
updating said display so that only the symbols representing data values meeting the 
data criteria currently established as a result of said user interacting with said displayed 
tool are displayed on said display" (Stubbs, only samples within the setting ranges are 
displayed). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHU NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F/8AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272 7794. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ Phu K. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 



